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Building the Future
one class at a time

Time is flying by this semester, it’s already October! We have been so very 
busy here at Manhattan Virtual Academy and we know our students are as well. 
Parent/Teacher Conferences were a great success, we had a 70% school atten-
dance rate, which is absolutely amazing! Advisory classes have been a great 
addition, teachers are getting to know their students better and attendance for 
class has been wonderful. Remember, students will earn .25 for the class if they 
attend 70% of the time.
How are your students “Building the Future?” MVA students have been work-
ing hard and building their content knowledge towards the end of the progress 
reporting time. Remember, you can also see your student’s progress at anytime 
through your observer account by logging in through manhattanvirtualacade-
my.org.
You might feel sometimes that we send out tooooo many emails, but one of our 
goals is communication and being virtual, we use emails as one of our main 
tools to accomplish that. Communication comes through email, FaceBook, In-
stagram, student landing pages and, of course, this newsletter. Please feel free 
to contact us any time with questions or concerns.
If your student would like to have a school ID card, please email their picture 
to ronnao@usd383.org. We’ll mail the card to you as soon as we can. That pic-
ture will be used for the digital yearbook as well. We love to have student pic-
tures to share in this newsletter and the yearbook. 
Keep building! 

How 
are you 
building the future? 
From our Counselor, Mrs. 
Simkins: “Past 
experiences have helped 
me learn to overcome 
barriers and become 
more resilient.”   

Photo by Elijah Seele

http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org
mailto:ronnao@usd383.org
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Elementary - Building Concepts 
From Mrs. Rice - Learning through MVA has many perks and takes lots of hard 
work.  Big or small, rural or urban, elementary or secondary, we hit the floor 
running in the morning as learning begins.  This is a glimpse into a day inside 
our kindergarten classroom.  Does this sound like your day? 
After dropping my amazing children at school, morning time is spent in checking 
and responding to email as well as gathering the books and supplies. In their 
own homes, students are starting their day with breakfast and organizing supplies.  When surveyed, favorite 
breakfasts were “cereal, eggs and bacon, pancakes, raman and cheese sandwhiches”.  But if we could eat 
ANYTHING for breakfast it would be “cake, cupcakes, watermelon and bacon”! Students are often eating on-
line; peanut butter sandwiches are common in the morning.  
Monday brings the most activity with stories of the weekend and “Hey, do you want to see what I got?” we have 
a daily poll...chocolate ice cream is a favorite along with math, pizza and watching TV. We spend the beginning 

of our day learning about each other and covering our social 
emotional standards with videos and books. A poll covers 
math, then science and social studies 
topics are used as we learn about our-
selves. After a quick 15 minutes start, 
the kindergarten students take a 
break and have work time at home.  
Our first vClass happens in the morn-
ing then back for math and science.  

This year we have become experts at writing the numbers 1-5.  "Numbers 1, 2, 3” and 
“numbers 8 and 9!” were reported as things they have learned. When asked what we 
have done in science a student quickly replied, “Some fun things!” After our 
lesson I send them on their way with directions for working in Buzz.    

Our next vClass is spent learning letters, sounds, stories and social studies 
concepts.  So far this year we have learned, “You have to wear your helmet 
when you are riding a bike.” “You have to buckle, and you have to hold hands.” 
“They keeps us safe!” as well as “Sssssssss and Mmmmmmmm” sounds.  
These foundational skills are building lifelong 
learners. They leave vClass for a lunch break 
and to continue their work on buzz for the day.  
We have groups in the afternoons to work on 
phonics and number sense.  This is our time to 
focus on specific skills based on need, and 
then reteach, practice, or extend learning of-
ten  with smiles, waves and “I love today” be-
ing sung. To end our time together we do a 
read aloud story during which students often 
draw pictures as they listen. 
 According to Albert Einstein, “Play is the 
highest form of research,” so our afternoon 
time is spent finishing buzz work, doing exper-
iments, working on art or STEM to connect to 
our content and playing at home. Building our 
future together and working with these amaz-
ing kindergarten families I am certain we have 
bright things ahead.    

Oct. 1: Oztober Fest Outing 
Oct. 2: KHSRA Rodeo Hill City 
(Resource Pickup) 
Oct. 3: PZ weeks 4-5 
Oct. 7: K-5 School Assembly
Oct. 8: Pumpkin Patch & Re-
source Pickup, KC and Wichita
Oct. 15: No School 
Oct. 15: Safari Museum & Re-
source Pickup, Chanute
Oct. 17: PZ weeks 6-7
Oct. 22: Pumpkin Patch & Re-
source Pickup, Manhattan
Oct. 31: PZ weeks 8-9

Fairy Chair STEM Project

Fairy Chair STEM Project

Fairy Chair STEM Project

Informative Writing,  
2nd grade
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Middle / High School  
6th - 12th Advisory - Thursdays at 9:30 am 
Advisory provides time and space for the advisory teachers to 
check in with students each week.  In Advisory, students will also 
explore a variety of topics depending on their grade level includ-
ing, but not limited to, ways to be successful in life and school, a 
personality styles assessment, a strength finder assessment, ca-
reer exploration activities, self-regulation, self-efficacy, growth 
mindset, college exploration, individual plans of study, scholarship 
information, and other fun activities to get to know everyone in 
their grade level Advisory. High school students earn 0.25 elective 
credit if they attend 70% of the advisory sessions and/or watch 
the recording and complete the activity and attendance assign-
ment using the form link provided in the recording. 
Office Hours - Thursdays from 10:30 - 11:30 am 
Office hours are designed to support students when they have 
questions or concerns.  You can come in to meet virtually with any 
of the teachers.  This is a great time to ask questions or get addi-
tional support.  One of the first questions we will ask if you fall be-
hind or are contacted due to low grades is, "Are you attending of-
fice hours for help?" 

From Mrs. MG - The third graders did a review on the difference between primary and secondary sources.  
We did letter aerobics and made the letter P if it was a primary source or an S if it was a secondary source.  
Lots of fun movement with virtual learning.  
In fourth grade science, we have been learning about different types of energy and the way that sound ener-
gy can make a pitch.  Ida Lewison did an investigation on sound energy waves.  She discovered that in mak-
ing a guitar she can change the pitch in different ways.  Here (above) are the results of her investigation.  I 
think she is ready for the stage in Nashville. 
Fifth grade is currently working on a few projects, including one on Native Americans, and will be submitting 
them soon.  

K- 12 Let’s get together… 
It’s finally meet & greet time for our 
MVA students across the state of 
Kansas. It's your chance to meet 
and mingle with other MVA 
students and teachers, as well as 
pick up your MVA school resource 
bag. Please sign up by the Monday 
before the date you choose - we 
can't wait to see you! All times are 1 
- 3 pm. Here are the options: 
October 2 - Kansas High School 

Rodeo Association Rodeo, Hill 
City. 

October 8 - Wichita area. Marietta 
Pumpkin Patch in Andover. 

October 15 - Southeast Kansas area. 
Osa Johnson Safari Museum, 
Chanute. 

October 22 - Manhattan area. A&H 
Farm Fall Festival. 

Here is the link to sign up: https://
forms.office.com/r/A2BB4h3yka

https://forms.office.com/r/A2BB4h3yka
https://forms.office.com/r/A2BB4h3yka
https://forms.office.com/r/A2BB4h3yka
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Oct. 1: Oztober Fest Outing 
Oct. 2: KHSRA Rodeo Hill City 
(Resource Pickup) 
Oct. 3: PZ weeks 4-5
Oct. 7: 6-12 All School Assembly
Oct. 8: Last day to drop a class
Oct. 8: Pumpkin Patch & Resource 
Pickup, KC and Wichita
Oct. 15: No School 
Oct. 15: Safari Museum & Resource 
Pickup, Chanute
Oct. 17: PZ weeks 6-7
Oct. 23: ACT Test

Oct. 31: PZ weeks 8-9

Counselor’s Corner 
Seniors --- > Review your iPlan, College/Career plan-
ning or need support in other areas.
Make an Appointment:  
https://calendly.com/mvacounselor
Virtual Vibes Website:
https://tscounseling.weebly.com
ACT tests are scheduled throughout the year. Go to 
act.org to sign up at a location near you. Use CEEB 
code 170013.

This year we have a Science Olympiad Club at 
MVA! Our science teacher, Mrs. Kirchoff, is excited 
to provide an experience for students to learn more 
about various areas of science. We will be meeting 
the first Tuesday of every month at 11 am in the 
MVA all-school assembly link.
With the MY SO program students can take advan-
tage of free resources like Lesson Plans and STEM 
Session videos or buy a ticket to a STEM Show-
down and test their knowledge against a national 
audience for a Top 25 MY SO Medal! More info 
here: https://sites.google.com/view/mvaso/home
Every month My SO offers a different scientific topic 
that students can explore. Students are welcome to 
participate every month or get involved in the 
months that interest them.
• October - Flight  
• November - Astronomy 
• December - Rocks & Minerals 

High School 

By Eera Venkatesh-Prasad, 
Yearbook Club 

https://calendly.com/mvacounselor
https://tscounseling.weebly.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/mvaso/home
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Club Name Meeting Day Meeting Time
Astronomy - We will talk about our solar 
system, the galaxy, and the universe! 2nd Wednesday 2:00 - 2:30 pm

Culture Club - Explore different cultures, 
their customs, practices and beliefs. 2nd Wednesday 11:00 - 11:30 pm

Gaming Club - Join other gamers to hang 
out, talk about games, and discover new 
ones 

3rd Thursday 12:30-1:00 pm

Harry Potter - Everything Harry Potter! 2nd Wednesday 2:30 - 3:00 pm
Lunch Bunch -  An opportunity for stu-
dents to virtually get together to talk. 

Every Monday, 
Wednesday 12:00 (noon)

Photography -Share your interest in pho-
tography and learn new photo techniques. 2nd Thursday 12:00 - 12:30 pm

Science Olympiad - Explore STEM topics 
and videos 1st Tuesday 11:00 am - 12:00 

pm
Yearbook - Join us to plan and design the 
2021-22 MVA Digital Yearbook. 2nd Thursday 12:30 - 1:00 pm

MVA Clubs for Fall 2021 

We love to recognize our students and the amazing things they do both in school and 
out in their communities, so feel free to send your student’s information to us to share. 
Thank you to all the students who let us share their stories!

Student 
Spotlight

Manhattan Virtual Academy 
2100 Poyntz Ave  

Room E146 Manhattan, KS 66502 

Phone: 785-587-2100 ext. 8073 

Email: ronnao@usd383.org 

Website: manhattanvirtualacademy.org 

FaceBook: www.facebook.com/MVAKansas 

Grace Conser (above) won State Best Senior Dog Showman 
at the 4-H Dog show at the Kansas State Fair. Great job!

Colby Taylor plays 
soccer for a Kan-
sas City team. His 
favorite pro team 
is pictured above. His favorite quote by 
Lionel Messi shows how he is building the 
future, “I desire to always get better, to 
always want more, to always be my top 
critic, and accept the good and the bad.”

Summer Zentz, Kindergarten 
(right), loves to play dress-up 
and dolls with her older sister. 
She enjoys outside time to 
collect bugs, rocks or flowers, 
and really anything that 
catches her eye. She is a vi-
brant five year old, always full 
of energy and willing to learn. 
Here she is showing her Fairy 
Chair project.

mailto:ronnao@usd383.org
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org
http://www.facebook.com/MVAKansas
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