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Building the Future
by building relationships

November is a time of reflection and gratitude, so we would like to reflect on 
our semester so far. We are thankful for the families who are a part of MVA. 
We are grateful for the opportunities we’ve had to start, or continue, to build 
relationships with our students. MVA students are amazing, and we thank you 
for allowing us to be part of their educational journey.
As we near the end of the fall semester, check in with your student on their 
progress. How are they building this semester? What can they do to finish 
strong, and make up things if they need to? Just a reminder, you can see your 
student’s progress anytime through your observer account by logging in 
through manhattanvirtualacademy.org.
This is the time of year we start gathering pictures for our digital yearbook. We 
cannot tell you how much we love looking at the finished book, it is a visual 
representation of how we have built the future during 
the past school year. If you didn’t get a chance to 
view the 2020-21 yearbook, call or send an email 
and we will be happy to share the link. 
We also love to have pictures of your student 
doing the things they love to share in this 
newsletter and on FaceBook with your 
permission.
In construction they talk about completing 
phases, so at this point we are almost at the end of 
Phase I. Keep up the good work! 

Possible Academic Outing in 
November, TBA
Nov. 3: K-5 School Assembly
Nov. 4: 6-12 School Assembly 
Nov. 14: PZ weeks 10-11 
Nov. 22-26: Thanksgiving Break 
Nov. 28: PZ weeks 12-13

How are 
you 

building the future?  
From MVA 3rd-5th Grade 
Teacher, Mrs. Erin Meyer-
Gambrel: Abraham 
Lincoln  once said, “The 
best way to predict the 
future is to create it.”  
MVA is literally creating 
and reshaping what the 
future of education can 
be and is.  I am excited 
and blessed to be part of 
the foundation. 

http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org
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3rd - 5th Grade Cow: 
Name: Runner 
Birthday: September 26, 2021 
Gender: Heifer (Girl) 
Breed of Dairy Cow: Holstein 
Birth Weight: 85 Pounds 
Birth Height: 34 inches

K-2nd Grade Cow:  
Name: Applelicious 
Birthday: September 19, 2021 
Gender: Heifer (Girl) 
Breed of Dairy Cow: Holstein 
Birth Weight: 80 Pounds 
Birth Height: 34 inches

Our K-2 and our 3-5 classes have adopted a cow for the school year!! This program is sponsored by Discover 
Dairy.  We will get information about our calf and host farm October 11th.  We will also receive updates and 
pictures monthly with a virtual farm visit in April.  This will coordinate with 3rd-5th grade discussing living 
systems in Science in the next few weeks and with K-2 life systems unit after Spring Break.  

Kindergarten scavenger hunt for 
beginning sounds.

  Mrs. Rice surveyed the 1st and 2nd graders in 
October about their favorite things at MVA. 
Here are some of their comments: “I like the Oz 
trip. We got to find Totos.” Addison, 2nd Grade
“I like math class because we are learning and we 
read books about numbers.” Helen, 1st Grade
“I like reading books and stuff. I really like math. 
We are learning about numbers. It’s not that 
hard here. I like going to school here.” Vera, 2nd 
Grade
“It is fun! It helps you learn. I learned about 
reading, math and science.” Josiah, 2nd Grade
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Things We Love at MVA

MVA Learning
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From Mrs. Erin Meyer-Grambrel: Virtual learning with 
intermediate elementary is a load of fun and filled with 
giggles, conversations, sharing about personal 
adventures or scientific wondering, and pets coming to 
crash the class.   
We start with a morning meeting, similar to advisory in 
middle and high school. The first 15-minutes of each 
day we check in, sharing and learning about topics, 
social and emotional skills, or reviewing the MVA GRIT 
Matrix.  Each student has showcased skills and 
strategies for virtual learning, but we had our first GRIT 
AWARDS at the October assembly. Special recognition 
was given to Marissa, Andrea, Diya, and Vincent for 
showing exemplary traits in a 
category. Congratulations!   
After the morning meeting, we start the rotation of either 
Math and ELA or Science and Social Studies.  Monday 
and Thursday we ask questions and share stories.  “Do 
you know what I did?” or “Can I show you my new 
hat?” During our vClasses we have focused on place 
value across all grade levels in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade.  
Students started the year with addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and even exponents in fifth grade!  Place 
value and alignment have been a common phrase 
heard by many parents off-screen.  
English language arts has offered a great opportunity to 
focus on the lost art of cursive writing.  Both fourth and 
fifth grade have been learning and incorporating cursive 

Elementary - We’ve adopted classroom cows!
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with learning about grammar topics such as subjects, 
predicates, nouns, conjunctions, transitional phrases 
and more and started to transfer these important skills 
to student writing.   
Science and Social Studies allows a hands-on 
approach to learning and projects.  Third and Fourth 
grade have investigated magnetism, energy, and forces 
that are found in nature.  Fifth grade has focused on the 
solar system complete with stargazing and phases of 
the moon. It can even be tasty 
sometimes as seen with the 
Ritz cracker phases!   

  Native Americans and their 
native regions were a focus of fifth grade.  Check out the amazing projects 
submitted by Javon and Kaitlyn.  Each of them picked a different region to research 
and create a model home or religious dwelling.  Fourth grade has wrapped up 
comparing Kansas to another state.  Students presented their PowerPoint projects 
this week and shared information about Kansas in comparison to Hawaii, Ohio, 
South Dakota, Missouri, and more!  21st-century skills along with online eBook 
research paired with speaking and listening this past month.  Third grade has been 
making maps and learning about how BIG our world really is!  Community focus is 
coming up with a Flat Stanley project!   

OZtober Fest in  
Wamego

Building relationships - October Outings  
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Meet & 
Greets

Oz presentation grades 5-12

Chanute - Osa Johnson Safari Museum 

Andover Marietta Farm Pumpkin Patch (above) 

Kerby Farm at Bonner Springs (above and 
below)

A & H 
Pumpkin 
Patch at 
Manhattan 
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Counselor’s Corner 
Seniors --- > Review your iPlan, College/Career 
planning or need support in other areas.
Make an Appointment:  
https://calendly.com/mvacounselor
Virtual Vibes Website:
https://tscounseling.weebly.com
ACT tests are scheduled throughout the year. Go 
to act.org to sign up at a location near you. Use 
CEEB code 170013.

To help your attitude of gratitude for Thanksgiving!

Thanks to EVIP for creating our yearbook posters!

https://calendly.com/mvacounselor
https://tscounseling.weebly.com/
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Club Name Meeting Day Meeting Time
Astronomy - We will talk about our solar 
system, the galaxy, and the universe!

2nd 
Wednesday 2:00 - 2:30 pm

Culture Club - Explore different cultures, 
their customs, practices and beliefs.

2nd 
Wednesday

11:00 - 11:30 
pm

Gaming Club - Join other gamers to hang 
out, talk about games, and discover new ones 3rd Thursday 12:30-1:00 pm

Harry Potter - Everything Harry Potter! 2nd 
Wednesday 2:30 - 3:00 pm

Lunch Bunch -  An opportunity for students 
to virtually get together to talk. 

Every Monday, 
Wednesday 12:00 (noon)

Photography -Share your interest in 
photography and learn new photo techniques. 2nd Thursday 12:00 - 12:30 

pm
Science Olympiad - Explore STEM topics 
and videos 1st Tuesday 11:00 am - 

12:00 pm
Yearbook - Join us to plan and design the 
2021-22 MVA Digital Yearbook. 2nd Thursday 12:30 - 1:00 pm

MVA Clubs for Fall 2021 

Olivia Cantrell’s first time dove 
hunting.  She passed hunter 
safety course too!

Carlo and Francesca Poggi-
Corradini and Max Finkeldei 
enjoyed the presenters at our 
outing so much 
they returned the 
next day and 
talked to them 
more! Francesca 
also created the 
artwork to the 
right. So lovely!

Karley Owenby competes at EKTEC rodeos in 
Pole Bending, Barrels, Breakaway and other 
events. 

We love to recognize our students and the amazing things they do both in school and out in their 
communities, so feel free to send your student’s information to us to share. Thank you to all the 
students who let us share their stories!

Student 
Spotlight

Manhattan Virtual Academy 
2100 Poyntz Ave  

Room E146 Manhattan, KS 66502 

Phone: 785-587-2100 ext. 8073 

Email: ronnao@usd383.org 

Website: manhattanvirtualacademy.org 

FaceBook: www.facebook.com/MVAKansas 

mailto:ronnao@usd383.org
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org
http://www.facebook.com/MVAKansas
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