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Building on successes 
into February and beyond

February is the month we appreciate our students and families since it is the 
month of Valentine’s Day! Thank you for choosing MVA to be part of your 
student’s educational journey.
We want your student’s picture for our 2021-22 digital yearbook. Please send 
those to ronnao@usd383.org. We also encourage you to brag a bit on your 
talented kiddo, and let us share their interests and successes in this newsletter 
and on FaceBook and Instagram with your permission.
Spring semester is busy, events coming up are the Parent/Teacher conferences, 
ACT testing across the state, graduation deadlines and State Assessments. May 
and graduation will be here before you know it and deadline information is 
listed on page four of this newsletter.
We are also looking forward to some in person 
events; a STEM day in February, an Academic 
Outing to the Nelson Atkins museum in 
Kansas City in April and End of the Year 
picnics across the state in May. You can 
subscribe to our calendar on our website or 
you can find the updated calendar in the 
handbook in advisory class to make sure you 
have the most current information. Also, 
check our FaceBook, Instagram and Twitter 
pages for reminders of what is coming up and 
to see what our talented students are doing. 
Keep building, we are making great progress!

How are you building 
the future?  
From MVA MTSS 
Coordinator and SPED 
Teacher, Mrs. Lydia 
Huninghake: My past 
experiences help me 
react to new obstacles – 
always try to problem 
solve. Feb. 2: K-5 School Assembly

Feb. 3: 6-12 School Assembly 
Feb. 13: PZ week 4-5
Feb. 16-17: Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 
Feb. 18: No school
Feb. 18: Last day to drop class 
Feb. 24: K-5 Friendship Party 
Feb. 25: STEM Academic 
Outing
Feb. 27: PZ weeks 6-7

http://www.manhattanvirtualacademy.org
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Kindergarten - 2nd Grade 
K-2 students enjoyed a glimpse into history with the 
Eisenhower IKEducation program this month.  Students 
saw pictures and learned about General Eisenhower 
and his time spent as Supreme Allied Commander. They 
then reenacted being a paratrooper and jumping from 
the plane, landing and using a clicker, a map and 
compass to find their troop.  

They listened to “Parachute” by Danny Parker about 
little Toby who doesn't like heights so he always carries 
a parachute with him. His parachute makes him feel safe 
when he has to climb down from his bunk bed or when 

Elementary - we love your energy!

Kindergarten learned about sound and vibrations in science 
and performed a “concert”of loud and soft sounds. 

Third - Fifth Grade 
Lots has been happening on the learning journey since we 
returned from Winter Break!  Third graders have been 
working on a writing assignment over an opinion of should 
technology be limited.  Marissa showcased her opinion with 
excellent paragraphing. In science, students are observing 
seeds and looking at how plants transport energy.  

he's playing on the swings. But one day, Toby's cat 
gets stuck in a tree, and it's up to Toby to rescue him. 
With the help of his parachute, Toby reaches his cat 
and lowers him safely to the ground. But now Toby is 
stuck in the tree, unless he can conquer his fears. . . . 

Following the story students made a parachute and 
discussed their own fears and the courage that Ike’s 
soldiers faced in World War II which helps students 
identify their own "parachutes" of bravery.
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Club Name Meeting Day Time
Art Club (new) 1st Thursday 12:30 - 1:00 pm
Astronomy 2nd Wednesday 2:00 - 2:30 pm
Book Club Grades 3-5 
(new) Last Monday 2:00 - 2:30 pm

Culture Club 2nd Wednesday 11:00 - 11:30 pm
Civics/Volunteer Club 
(new) 2nd Thursday 2:30 - 3:00 pm

Creative Club K-5 (new) Last Thursday 2:00 - 2:30 pm
Gaming Club 3rd Thursday 12:30 - 1:00 pm
Harry Potter 2nd Wednesday 2:30 - 3:00 pm
Photography 2nd Thursday 12:00 - 12:30 pm
Science Olympiad 1st Tuesday 11:00 - 12:00 pm
Yearbook 2nd Thursday 12:30 - 1:00 pm

Fourth grade has been learning about layers of rock!  We investigated types of rock and 
even made some at home.  Scientist Andrea Imhoff used crayon shavings to make and 
show examples of different rock formations.  Fifth grade in social studies created posters 
over colonial regions discussing states, the local economy, as well as important individuals 
in the colonies. 

MVA Clubs schedule for February 

Congratulations to Eeksha and Eera 
Venkatesh-Prasad! Both competed in the 
Early Expressions Art Contest sponsored by the 
Manhattan-Ogden Public Schools Foundation and 
supported by the Beach Museum of Art at KSU. 
Eesha won the 3-5 grade division and Eera’s art was 
chosen to be displayed at the Museum’s contest 
exhibit. Great job!!
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Counselor’s Corner   
Juniors Only - Free ACT March 1, 2022. Manhattan Virtual 
Academy Juniors who signed up will take the 
ACT during the school day on Tuesday, March 1st at three 
locations across Kansas, the MHS West Campus, Lenexa 
City Center Library and Park City Library.
Make an Appointment:   
https://calendly.com/mvacounselor
Virtual Vibes Website:
https://tscounseling.weebly.com

MVA 2022 Graduation Details  
Who:  MVA Students, Families,  
 and Guests  
What:  Graduation Ceremony   
When:  Saturday, May 21, 2022,  
 at 2:00 p.m.  
Where: Manhattan High School Auditorium   
Why:   Celebrate your accomplishments and your future, meet 
 your classmates and staff in person.  
  

Timeline  
February:  Submit how you would like your name printed on   
 your diploma to ronnao@usd383.org by the 15th. 

March:  Submit individual senior photos (3-5)  Email your   
 photos to ronnao@usd383.org &     
 tamis@usd383.org   
March: Submit Senior Survey Responses  
 https://forms.office.com/r/Eh3HrVLsHA   

March: Parent Volunteer Survey & Meeting  
  https://forms.office.com/r/A77wSfYp28   

April:  RSVP for Graduation  
 https://forms.office.com/r/KRXtpBtyEg   

May:  Saturday, May 21, 2022 - Graduation Ceremony at   
 2:00 p.m. Seniors need to arrive at 1:30 p.m.  

Graduation

Free Digital Citizenship Online Course for families 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=db9e2I3mSSo

Don’t forget to sign up for Parent/
Teacher conference on February 16-17! 
Check your emails or contact the office. 
Your link to the conference will be sent 
out the day before your scheduled 
conference. See you then!

STEM Academic Outing 
February 25th from 1-3 pm 
Join us at Pottorf Hall in Manhattan for the 
K’NEX bridge building challenge. For grades 
3-12, teams will work together to design and 
construct a bridge that spans a predetermined 
gap. Following the build, each team will put their 
bridges to the test as weight is added to the 
structure. 
Grades K-2 will be doing a project taken from 
the book “One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and 
the Recycling Women of The Gambia.” In the 
book, Isatou turns old plastic bags into new 
purses.  Join us for the story and an opportunity 
to make your own up cycled item from plastic 
bags.  All supplies provided.

https://calendly.com/mvacounselor
https://tscounseling.weebly.com/
mailto:ronnao@usd383.org
mailto:ronnao@usd383.org
mailto:tamis@usd383.org
https://forms.office.com/r/Eh3HrVLsHA
https://forms.office.com/r/A77wSfYp28
https://forms.office.com/r/KRXtpBtyEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=db9e2I3mSSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=db9e2I3mSSo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=db9e2I3mSSo
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Mikaela and Meagan Cameron performed at the A&A Ballet’s 2021 Art Deco Nutcracker 
(Choreographed by Alexei Kremnev) where they both train 
under the direction of Mr. Alexei Kremnev and Ms. Anna 
Reznik. Meagan’s roles were: Party Girl, Snowflake Ensemble, 
French Mirliton and Waltz of the Flowers.  Mikaela’s roles 
were: Party Child, Columbine Doll and Arabian Attendant.

Mikaela will also be competing in the YAGP Pre-
competitive category in February with a 
contemporary solo and classical variations as 
Princess Florine from Sleeping Beauty (right) and 
Columbine from Harlequinade. Last year she 
received 2nd and 3rd at the YAGP Kansas City 
Semi-Final event and placed in the Top 12 Classical 
Category at the YAGP North American Finals and 
received scholarships to Elmhurst Ballet School in 
the UK, Ballettschdule Theater Basel in Switzerland, 
and Alberta Ballet School in Canada and was 
invited/performed in the Grand Defile of the Stars 

We love to recognize our students and the amazing things they do both in school 
and out in their communities, so feel free to send your student’s information to us 
to share. Thank you to all the students who let us share their stories!

Student 
Spotlight

Manhattan Virtual Academy 
2100 Poyntz Ave  

Room E146 Manhattan, KS 66502 

Phone: 785-587-2100 ext. 8073 

Email: ronnao@usd383.org 

Website: manhattanvirtualacademy.org 

FaceBook: www.facebook.com/MVAKansas 

of Today Meet the Stars of 
Tomorrow Gala at the Nervi 
Festival in Genova, Italy. This year, 
she was selected and is excited to 
represent the Youth American 
Grand Prix as a YAGP Champion 
on social media, which is aimed to 
inspire and uplift the global dance 
community by celebrating her 
YAGP experiences throughout the 
year. Such beautiful pictures, 
thank you for sharing your 
amazing talent with us! 

mailto:ronnao@usd383.org
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org
http://www.facebook.com/MVAKansas
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