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MVA Elective Feature 

00 February is here, happy Valentines to our 
MVA students and families. This issue is a 
little longer, make sure to read the 
student time and attendance information 
on page 3. We also have photo contest 
pictures on pages 4-5. The picture above 
was Noah Weiser’s contest entry. 

It’s time to send in yearbook pictures! The 
2019 book is being created by students, 
and will feature all classes and student 
activities for the 2019-20 school year. 
Pictures need to be submitted by February 
28.  

The January Academic Outing was a great 
success, even though the winter weather 
made it more of a challenge. We are 
looking at several options for this 
semester, to make sure you have 
information about upcoming outings, 
check this publication as well as FaceBook 
and Twitter. Students can access the 
information in homerooms. 

As always, if students have any questions 
or need help with assignments, tests or 
quizzes, MVA teachers are happy to assist. 
Send your teacher a text or email to set up 
a help session. Another excellent way to 
communicate with teachers is during their 
office hours on Thursdays.  

 

 
 

We          MVA Students 
 

 Calendar events: 
 
 

• Parent Teacher Conference,                                            

                           February 4-5 
 
• No School,           February 8 
 
• ACT Testing,      February 20 
 
• WorkKeys,         February 21 
 
• Permanent Zero, 
                          February 17 
 
• President’s Day Holiday,             
                            February 18 
 
• Last day to drop 2nd  
Semester Class,    February 25 
 
• No School,               March 8 
 
• Spring Break,     March11-15 
 
• Permanent Zero,    March 17 
 
• State Assessments,            
         Tentative date April 1-5 
 
• Permanent Zero,      April 17 
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Now that you know all of our teachers and 
staff (if you missed any you can check 
previous copies of Family Focus) we are 
going to feature MVA elective classes.  

One of the most popular electives is 
Forensic Science. Forensic science applies 
scientific knowledge to the criminal justice 
system. This course focuses on some of 
the techniques and practices used by 
forensic scientists during a crime scene 
investigation (CSI).  Although the crime 
scene represents the first step in solving 
crimes through forensic science, the crime 
laboratory plays a critical role in the 
analysis of evidence. This course also 
focuses on the analysis of evidence and 
testing that takes place within this setting. 
 

 

 

Photo by Noah Weiser 

https://www.facebook.com/MVAKansas
https://twitter.com/MVAKansas
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College Planning Timeline for Spring  
Imagine the possibilities after high school! Are You Ready?  The full 
planning timeline is available in a checklist format by contacting Cindy 

Schultz, Counselor, at cindys@usd383.org. 

February – SENIORS: Confirm mid-year transcripts have been sent 
to the schools to which you have applied. JUNIORS: Begin seriously 
investigating private scholarships and other student aid programs 
(Naviance). SOPHOMORES: Ask your counselor about AP courses 
available during your Junior year. Consider taking the PSAT in the 
Fall. Look at admissions requirements for specific schools that you 
might be interested in (Naviance). FRESHMEN: Review 
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org/ and ask your counselor about 
challenging courses available to you next year. 

March - SENIORS: Review your Student Aid Reports (SAR) based 
on the FAFSA. Contact each college financial aid office to make sure 
your application is complete - find out what else you need to do to 
maintain eligibility for financial aid. JUNIORS: Narrow your list of 
schools to 3-5 and begin to schedule campus visits (Naviance). 
SOPHOMORES: Look at admissions requirements for specific 
schools that you might be interested in (Naviance). FRESHMEN:   
Explore possible summer programs or opportunities. 

April - SENIORS: Maintain college email account for college 
acceptance and financial aid award notification - compare the awards 
you receive. Make a final decision and send in a deposit before the 
deadline. Notify other schools that you will not be attending. Watch 
for important deadlines at your chosen school (housing, financial aid, 
etc). JUNIORS: Begin preparing essays for scholarships and college 
admissions. Begin preparing a resume (Naviance). SOPHOMORES: 
Review all communications you receive from colleges, you might find 
something that interests you. FRESHMEN: Consider a summer job. 

May - SENIORS: Finalize summer school or summer work plans. 
JUNIORS: Take the SAT or ACT if you haven't already done so 
(registration due early March and May at act.org). Continue to 
research scholarships and financial aid. Obtain a summer job that 
might be related to your career skills. Keep saving money for college. 
SOPHOMORES: Consider a summer job. Update your resume 
(Naviance). FRESHMEN: Save money for college. Update your 
resume (Naviance) 
June – ALL GRADES: Update your resume (Naviance).  If you travel 
over the summer, consider scheduling a college visit. 

*Naviance login:  high school, login from the MVA website –  

College and Career Readiness page 
Username & password:  same as your school account 
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Graduation Countdown! 
January: Order Cap and Gown, online 
(if you haven’t done this yet please 
call the office.) 

February 15:  Email your photo(s) to 
ronnao@usd383.org. 

March 1:  Submit Senior Survey 
Responses, online 

March 1: Volunteer to serve on parent 
committee to plan and provide table 
decorations for reception following 
Graduation, meeting online 

April 1: RSVP for Graduation  

May 18: Saturday, May 18th at 2:00 
p.m., Graduation Ceremony 

 

MVA Club News 

Join the fun this month! Check 
your homeroom for the next club 
meeting. 

Astronomy Club 

Drawing Club 

Inspiration Club 

Pinterest Club 

Yearbook Club 

 

 

 

MVA Academic Outing - April 11, 9:00 am 

Erth’s Prehistoric Aquarium Adventure is an immersive 

experience that invites you to jump in and explore unknown 
ocean depths where prehistoric marine reptiles lived eons ago 
- and maybe live still today! Tentative plans include a visit to 
the College of Education Catalyst and lunch and tour of      
Wefald Hall. 
 
Look for other Academic Outings during the semester! 

 

applewebdata://3F2EB51D-8825-4592-AB4D-1F06D2417D77/cindys@usd383.org
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org/
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org/student-services/college-and-career-readiness


 

   

Can you believe we are finishing our first month of spring semester of the 2018-2019 school year? 
 
Let’s talk about the importance of attendance.  Yes, attendance is required…even in online school, 
per MVA policies and as mandated by state law.  How does MVA monitor student attendance?  
Every week we look at each students’ amount of time spent online in courses, participation in 
vClasses, and progress towards course completion.  The full explanation of our 
attendance/participation guidelines can be found on p. 19 of the Student Handbook (planner).  Please 
note that if attendance becomes an issue, it could result in the student being filed truant.   
 
As you know, virtual learning offers great flexibility that allows students and families to design a 
schedule that fits for them.  However, with flexibility comes responsibility and dedication.   
Even though students can choose the time of day that they work in their online courses,  
it does take a significant amount of online time to read through the content, attend  
vClasses, complete the assignments, and successfully progress through the courses.   

We know that on average, our successful students spend between 25 – 32 hours a  
Week online working in their courses, which is about 5 hours a week per course.  Please  
take time each week to check your students “Activity” in each course…it’s a great way for you to see 
your student’s attendance in school.   
Here’s how: 

1. Log into your student’s MVA account 

2. Select the course gradebook you would like to see by clicking on the graph bar icon at the 
bottom of the course card.  

3. Select Activity from the menu bar across the top of gradebook. You can see the total amount 
of time, the daily time, time spent in each lesson, quiz, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I encourage you to set up a weekly time to sit with your student and have them show you their 
grades and activity time for each class.  You will most likely see a direct correlation between success 
and time in the course.  If improvement is needed, you can support your student by helping them 
make a plan for success.  Check out the Self-Regulation outline on page 7 of the school planner. 
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Student Shout Outs  
 

Chloe Begnoch (above right) submitted her creature picture  
“Creepy Critter” and won the Best Critter award.  

 

Rose Walton’s picture below  
“Canine Torpedo Launch,” won Best Pet Power. 
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This month we are showcasing the Fall Photo 
Contest entries. We love seeing how creative our 
students are! Some pictures have been cropped to 
fit.

Luke Weiser’s picture on the 
front page is “Saucy Sumac” 
and won Best Blume.  
 

Kodi Wahlmeier submitted 

“First Frost” (left) and won 
the Best First Frost award.  
 

Sara Miller’s picture “You’ve 
Got a Friend in Boo,” won 

Best Boo. 
 

Leah Wieser showcased her 
black kitten (below) in 

“Pumpkin Patch Panther,” 

and won Best Pair. 
 
 

Grace Conser’s (above) picture 
“Pumpkin Power” won Best Power 

Pose.  
 

McKenzi Christianson (right) 
submitted “Fluorescent Fun” won Best 

Color.  
 
 

 



      

 

 

 

Look for information 
about state  

assessments soon! 
Tests will be 

conducted in early 
April. 

 

 

 

Olivia Coolidge (left) 
submitted her picture 

“Hey! I Checked Your 
Pace Chart and We  

Have Time for a Ride” and won 
the Best Connection award. Did 
we mention that the teachers 
chose the titles? 
 

Clayton Crook picture (above 
middle) submitted “Party Pony,” 
which won Best Costume. 
 

Audri Newman’s 
picture (above right) 
“Fall on the Prairie,” 
which won Best Scene. 
 

Samantha Allman 
submitted “Rustic 
Beauty,” which won 
Best Artistry. 
 

Elyssa Armstrong 
submitted “The End is 
Near,” (right) which 

won Best Senior Sunset. 
 

Manhattan Virtual 

Academy 

2100 Poyntz Ave 

Room E146 

Manhattan, KS 66502 

 

Phone: 

785-587-2100 ext 8073 

 

Email: 

ronnao@usd383.org 

 
Web Site: 
manhattanvirtualacademy.org 

you can also email 

mvaschooloffice@gmail.com 

10 Ways to Prepare your Teens for College and Work  

#6 - When your student takes on a large endeavor, wither at school or at 
home, spend some time discussing how the work will get done.  Ask your 
student what steps s/he will take to stay on track, and how s/he will handle 
obstacles or setbacks.  By helping your teen think through strategies for 
completing a long-term project, you will help instill perseverance and an 
appreciation for the importance of finishing what you start 

February  2019 ● Volume 2, Issue 6 ● MVA Family Focus ● 785-587-2100 ext 8073 

 

More photo contest pictures  
 

mailto:ronnao@usd383.org?subject=newsletter
http://manhattanvirtualacademy.org/
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